m ft 

i J^^ pick Schacht, Lynda Elizabeth Chesser, Michael Ulei 


Case No. 4635/234 


Inventor(s)^ / £ +• . William I^ ^ick Schacht, Lynda Elizabeth Chesser, Michael WRis Stirling, William Bruce Ehmann, 
Michael James Katie, Thomas Allen Brozek, and James Harold Nienhuis 


Title: . ■ . DESK SYSTEM 


POWER OF ATTORNEY 


The specification of the above-identified patent application: 
| | is attached hereto 

£3 was filed on November 28, 2000 as Application Serial No. 09/701,402 . 

I hereby revoke all previously granted powers of attorney in the above-identified patent application and appoint the following 
attorneys to prosecute said patent application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 

^7) Jonn c - freeman _ (34,483) 

L Jeffery M. Duncan (31.609) 

Andrew D. Stover (38.629^ 

Please address all correspondence and telephone calls to John C. Freeman in care of: 

Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 606 10 


The undersigned hereby authorizes the U.S. attorneys named herein to accept and follow instructions from as to any 

action to be taken in the Patent and Trademark Office regarding this application without direct communication between the U.S. 
aHorney and the undersigned. In the event of a change in the persons from whom instructions may be taken, the U.S. attorneys named 
herein will be so notified by the undersigned. 

Herman Miller, Inc. , a Michigan corporation , certifies that it is the assignee of the entire right, title and interest in the patent 
application identified above by virtue of either: 

An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application identified above, a copy of which is attached hereto. 

;~ or 

Q An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application identified above. The assignment was recorded in the Patent 

g and Trademark Office at Reel , frame . 

jQ A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application identified above, to the current assignee as shown below: 

^ 1 . From To: 

*rf The document was recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel , frame , or a copy thereof is attached. 

2. From To: 

The document was recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office at 
Reel , frame , or a copy thereof is attached. 

Q Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet. 

The undersigned has reviewed the assignment or all the documents in the chain of title of the patent application identified 
above and, to the best of undersigned's knowledge and belief, title is in the assignee identified above. 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is empowered to act on behalf of the assignee. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further, that these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements, and the 
like so made, are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001, Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 



Signature ' /a^f tflLth-^ Date: Z/fzjzc^l 


Name: UameyE. Christenson 


Title: Vic^President, General Counsel and Assistant Secretary 


Inventor's Signature Date: 
Full name of second joint inventor, if any Lynda Elizabeth Chesser 


Residence East Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Citizenship United States 


Post Office Address 849 Rosewood Avenue S.E., East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 

Inventor's Signature S)u>J2^ Date: -z\\^\o\ 

Full name of third joint inventor -Mtehacl Franc, jfi gtirling 

Residence Soring Lake'^lichigan yv^^f 

Citizenship 


Post Office Address 15168 Hickory Street, Spring Lake, Michigan 49456 

Inventor's Signature ^ /a/iXCu^ faj^^jL****^^ Date: ?Jlu\ol 

Full name of fourth joint inventor — .William Bruce Ehmann 


Residence _ Hollandtyflichigan M^T 


Citizenship United States 


Post Office Address 357 Blue Isle Drive, Holland, Michigan 49424 



Inventor's Signature S ' V Date: 3 -I*h6l 

Full name of fifth joint inventor 


Residence Grand Haven\Michigan 1>VX. 


Citizenship United States 


Post Office Address 13480 Hidden Creek Drive, Grand Haven, Michigan 49417 



Inventor's Signature 
Full name of sixth joint inventor 

Residence Jjew^Era^Michigan I^Ql 


Citizenship United States 

Post Office Address 4430 56 m Avenue, New Era, Michigan 49446 

Full name of seventh joint inventor 'James Harold Nienhuis" 


Inventor's Signature ^ \/&ne* //si^M A>^^ Date: Z*jH*0\ 

Full name of seventh joint inventor _JamesHaroId Nienhuis 


Residence __Wy^ming^Michigan Yv/QT 


Citizenship United States 


Post Office Address 5046 Chableau Drive, S.W., Wyoming, Michigan 49509 


BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 
(312) 321-4200 


PATENTS ONLY ~ ^ PATENTS ONLY 

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Please record the attached original document or copy thereof. 


1 . Name of Party(ies) conveying an interest: 

William Frederick Schacht 
Lynda Elizabeth Chesser 
Michael Francis Stirling 
William Bruce Ehmann 
Michael James Katje 
Thomas Allen Brozek 
James Harold Nienhuis 

Additional name(s) of conveying party(ies) attached? 
□ Yes 


No 


2. Name and Address of Party(ies) receiving an interest: 
Herman Miller, Inc. 


Name: 
Internal Address: 
Street Address: 
City: 

State/Zip: 


855 East Main Avenue 
Zeeland 

Michigan 49464-0302 


Additional name(s) and addresses attached? 


□ Yes £3 No 


3. Description of the interest conveyed: 

^ Assignment □ Change of Name 

□ Security Agreement □ Merger 

Execution Date: February 16. 2001 


Other: 


4. Application number(s) or patent number(s). Additional sheet attached? □ Yes ^ No 

If this document is being filed together with a new application, the execution date of the application is: 


Date 


A. Patent Application No.(s) 
09/701,402 


B. Patent No.(s) 
Additional numbers attached? □ Yes ^ No 


5. Name and address of party to whom correspondence 
concerning document should be mailed: 

BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, IL 60610 
(312)321-4200 


6. Number of applications and patents involved: 1 

7. Total fee (37 CFR 3.41) $ 40.00 
(3 Enclosed 

□ Authorized to be charged to Deposit Account No. 
23-1925 

8. g| Please charge any deficiencies in fee or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No, 23-1925. 


DO NOT USE THIS SPACE 


9. Statement and signature. 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the foregoing information is true and correct and any attached copy is a true 
copy of the original document. 


John C. Freeman 

Name of Person Signing 



Signature 


March 16, 2001 
Date 


Total number of pages including cover sheet, attachments, and document: 8 


ASSIGNMENT 


Case No. 4635/234 


WHEREAS, William Frederick Schacht, Lynda Elizabeth Chesser, Michael 
Francis Stirling, William Bruce Ehmann, Michael James Katje, Thomas Allen Brozek, and 
James Harold Nienhuis, hereinafter called the "Assignors", have made the invention described in 
Patent Cooperation Treaty Application No. PCT/US99/1 1 105, filed on May 19, 1999, entitled 
DESK SYSTEM, and in the United States Patent Application Serial No. 09/701,402, filed on 
November 28, 2000 and entitled DESK SYSTEM; 

WHEREAS, Herman Miller, Inc., a corporation organized and existing under the 
laws of the State of Michigan, having a place of business at 855 East Main Avenue, Zeeland, 
Michigan 49464-0302, hereinafter called the "Assignee 11 , desires to acquire the entire right, title 
and interest in and to the invention and the patent application identified above, and all patents 
which may be obtained for said invention, as set forth below; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar ($1.00), and 
other valuable and legally sufficient consideration, the receipt of which by the Assignors from 
the Assignee is hereby acknowledged, the Assignors have sold, assigned and transferred, and by 
these presents do sell, assign and transfer to the Assignee, the entire right, title and interest for 
the United States in and to the invention and the patent application identified above, and any 
patents that may issue for said invention in the United States; together with the entire right, title 
and interest in and to said invention and all patent applications and patents therefor in all 
countries foreign to the United States, including the full right to claim for any such application 
all benefits and priority rights under any applicable convention; together with the entire right, 
title and interest in and to all continuations, divisions, renewals and extensions of any of the 
patent applications and patents defined above; to have and to hold for the sole and exclusive use 
and benefit of the Assignee, its successors and assigns, to the full end of the term or terms for all 
such patents. 

The Assignors hereby covenant and agree, for both the Assignors and the 
Assignors 1 legal representatives, that the Assignors will assist the Assignee in the prosecution of 
the patent application identified above; in the making and prosecution of any other patent 
applications that the Assignee may elect to make covering the invention identified above; in 


vesting in the Assignee like exclusive title in and to all such other patent applications and 
patents; and in the prosecution of any interference which may arise involving said invention, or 
any such patent application or patent; and that the Assignors will execute and deliver to the 
Assignee any and all additional papers which may be requested by the Assignee to carry out the 
terms of this Assignment. 

The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks is hereby authorized and requested 
to issue patents to the Assignee in accordance with the terms of this Assignment. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the Assignors have executed this agreement. 


DATED: 


DATED: 



DATED: 


Michael Francis Stirling 


DATED: 


William Bruce Ehmann 


DATED: 

Michael James Katje 

DATED: 

Thomas Allen Brozek 

DATED:: 

James Harold Nienhuis 
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vesting in the Assignee like exclusive title in and to all such other patent applications and 
patents; and in the prosecution of any interference which may arise involving said invention, or 
any such patent application or patent; and that the Assignors will execute and deliver to the 
Assignee any and all additional papers which may be requested by the Assignee to carry out the 
terms of this Assignment. 

The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks is hereby authorized and requested 
to issue patents to the Assignee in accordance with the terms of this Assignment. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the Assignors have executed this agreement. 


DATED: 


DATED: 


DATED: 


DATED: 


DATED: 


DATED: 


DATED:: 




O) 


'\o\ 
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Z 



William Frederick Schacht 


Lynda Elizabeth Chesser 


Michael Francis Stirling ' 


William Bruce Ehmann 



James Harold Nienhuis 
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STATE OF (YYieiOyi^ ) 

) ss. 

COUNTY OF Ke^V ) v U ^ 

I, SuSda ff) . fe>eaa-er-<q , A Notary Public in' and for the County and 
State aforesaid, do hereby certify that William Frederick Schacht, personally known to me to be 
the same person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this 
day in person and acknowledged that (s)he signed, sealed and delivered the said instrument as 
his/her free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and Notarial Seal, this 
dayofF-eAa ,20O\ . 


(SEAL) 

My Commission Expires: Sj^i* ^^C> & I 
STATE OF IVl i cH^&r^ ) 



Public 


) SS. 

COUNTY OF Kdj^r ) ^My 

I, T^USOn U\ ■ PeQ.O€fs>, A Notary Public in and for the County and 
State aforesaid, do hereby certify that Lynda Elizabeth Chesser, personally known to me to be 
the same person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this 
day in person and acknowledged that (s)he signed, sealed and delivered the said instrument as 
his/her free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and Notarial Seal, this I^Vk 
dayof^-eV* ,206\ . 

Public 

(SEAL) - 



My Commission Expires: 
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STATE OF (mdV,?Q_n ) 

J ) ss. 

COUNTY OF OHqiO^ ) 

I, pOonrr^o m^ry A Notary Public in and for the County and 

State aforesaid, do hereby certify that Michael Francis Stirling, personally known to me to be the 
same person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this day 
in person and acknowledged that (s)he signed, sealed and delivered the said instrument as his/her 
free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and Notarial Seal, this 
W^dayof f^6,20O/ . 


(SEAL) 


Notary 


public JJ (7S 


My Commission Expires: " ~ u 7 NOTARY PUBLIC OTTAWA CO, m 


STATE OfT^ ^C^i^ ) 
COUNTY OF $GUa*tk^\ 


ss. 


+y , — ^ti ^ t , A Notary Public in and for the County and 

State aforesaid, xK) hereby certifythat William Bruce Ehmann, personally known to me to be the 
same person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this day 
in person and acknowledged that (s)he signed, sealed and delivered the said instrument as his/her 
free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and Notarial Seal, this 
day 0^^,20^/ . 


(SEAL) 



My Commission Expires: C^^ru 0 0^ ^ 


STATE OF (Tlicjh'ffOin ) 

J ) ss. 

COUNTY OF Ofitil^A. ) 

I, Jan-e-f fi1on-/jCM<?r</, A Notary Public in and for the County and 
State aforesaid, do hereby certify that Michael James Katje, personally known to me to be the 
same person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this day 
in person and acknowledged that (s)he signed, sealed and delivered the said instrument as his/her 
free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and Notarial Seal, this 
W (lay of fab ,20 Ol . 


(SEAL) 

My Commission Expires: 


Notary Public / £J V y 


NOTARV PUBLIC OnHKM CO, W 


STATE OF /nrcAizctn ) 

" ) ss. 
COUNTY OF OHntd^ ) 

I, STotnJL/ P^lon fjoyn ^/y^ , A Notary Public in and for the County and 
State aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas Allen Brozek, personally known to me to be the 
same person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this day 
in person and acknowledged that (s)he signed, sealed and delivered the said instrument as his/her 
free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and Notarial Seal, this 
/-/^dayof teh,2QOI . 



Notary Public 
(SEAL) 

My Commission Expires: V - o - 0¥- NOTARV public OJuVm OR 
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STATE OFy^u-J^—^ ) 
COUNTY OF$^ 



, A Notary Public in and for the County and 

State aforesaid, do hereby certify that James Harold Nienhuis, personally known to me to be the 
same person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this day 
in person and acknowledged that (s)he signed, sealed and delivered the said instrument as his/her 
free and voluntary act for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and Notarial Seal, this 


(SEAL) 



"Notary" Public 


■ My Commission Expires:^^ 2> 00 

Subscribed a;:-j -v^rr. --^ «.* r~jtf^2 
In and Wfifjj,^*^ ^mj, 



NOTARY PUBLIC 
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